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Minutes 

Meeting: 

Date/Time: 

Venue: 

Business Programme Board 

Monday, 9 January 2023 at 10.00 am.

Zoom. 

Members Present:  

Sue Jefferson (Chair) (Possibilities Realised), Carolyn Frank (Federation Small 

Businesses), Lee Viney (Innovate UK), Steve Garcia (Department for International 

Trade), Ian Walker (Ian Walker Accountants), Andy Mayer (Cranswick Foods), Jo 

Crebbin (Honeycomb Consulting & F&D Supply Network) and Jonathan Wurr 

(Manufacturers Alliance). 

Secretariat: 

Liz Philpot (Head of Delivery), Andrew Raby (Growth Hub Manager), Paul Clark 

(Governance and Assurance Manager), David Ryden (Senior Manager (Trade & 

Investment)) and Sarah Barkey (minutes). 

Apologies for Absence:  

David Dickson (NPIF Regional Advisory, Steven Gregory (Strategic Supply Chain 

Manager for RTC North), Andrew Swift (FERA Science), Emma Woods (British 

Silver), James Farrar (Chief Operating Officer) and Mark Blakeston (Enterprise 

Partnership Officer).  

BPB22-41 Chair’s Welcome and Introduction  
The Chair welcomed the Board to the first meeting of 2023. 

BPB22-42 Declarations of Interest 
(a) Jonathan Wurr declared an interest in Minute BPB22-47 as a

participant in Skills Bootcamps.

BPB22-43 Apologies for Absence  
Apologies were noted from David Dickson, Steven Gregory, Andrew 
Swift, Emma Woods, and James Farrar. 

BPB22-44 Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Decision: 
That the minutes of the meeting held on the 7 November 2022 be 
approved following amendments agreed by the Chair.  

BPB22-45 Matters Arising – Action Plan 
All other actions closed or covered in this meeting. 

BPB22-46 Grow Yorkshire Paper and Presentation.  
The Head of Delivery presented a written report.  
The Shared Prosperity Fund (SPF) funding opportunities will be 
brought to the March Board.  
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JC commented that food industries are encouraging growth and the 
F&D Supply Network are looking to connect food industries to Grow 
Yorkshire. JC will speak to MB.  

The Board noted that this agenda has come on in leaps and bounds 
and is totally integrated with partners. This model of integration 
needs to be look at with all partners. 

The Head of Delivery explained that the main SPF can be used to 
grow businesses. Grant finder is also being used, some of the 
amounts on grant finder are smaller amounts, which is helpful.  

Following the completion of the Farm Carbon Audit Pilots, SPF 
Rural Capital Funding can be used to complete the actions of the 
audits. 

Innovate UK and DiT both link in with Grow Yorkshire. 

The Chair thanked MB for the progress that has been made with 
Grow Yorkshire and that is being noticed by Department for Food 
and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). Due to the limited resources there is the 
need to leverage partnerships. There is also a need to highlight the 
priorities and then feedback to the relevant agencies.  

Action: JC, Innovate UK (LV) and DiT (SGa) to speak to MB. 

Decision:  
The Board considered the current activity and endorsed the future 
planned developments as funding opportunities arise.   

BPB22-47 Growth Hub Overview/Progress Report  
The Growth Hub Overview/Progress Report was taken as read. 

The Growth Hub Manager (GHM) presented the following highlights, 

• York Business Festival had 226 attendees, a lot of these were
first time attendees.

• Harrogate and York Additional Restrictions Grants for extensive
support. The momentum needs to be sustained, this work has
been a pilot and can be rolled out with SPF over the rest of
North Yorkshire. City of York Council (CoYC) have encouraged
the GH to put in an application for York SPF.

• A Made Smarter deep dive has been scheduled for the June
Business Board meeting.

• An update on the SPF Thematic meeting is included in section
7.00 of the report. Section 7.3 explained that a small working
group needs to be formed, this will include the business Board
Chair, David Dickson and Jonathan Wurr. They will feed back
to this board.

• Energy Support package is due to be released today. A note
regarding this will be circulated to the Board.

• The Board discussed the good attendance numbers for the
October events. The GH Manager explained how the capacity
to manage the customer journey had worked, including the
Communications team telephoning people to confirm
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attendance. The Growth Hub is also looking to work smartly 
with people with an established client base. The events with 
a low take up have been reordered. The figures of people who 
have attended events and would recommend to someone 
else is over 80%. The Chair commented that finding out what 
people get from the events could be fed back to the networks.  

Action: Energy Support package note to be sent out to the Board. 

Decision:  
The Business Board considered the details set out in the report and 
noted the scope and scale of the services being offered. 

BPB22-48 Trade & Investment Service Development  
The Senior Manager Trade & Investment talked through a 
presentation on the team’s roles and current projects. 

SG explained that it might be an opportunity to give a similar 
presentation to Department of International Trade (DiT) to help get a 
foot in the door. The team have a good relationship with DiT and in 
regular dialogue.  

The Board discussed the good work the team have been doing and 
noted the proposals that have been coming through the SPF 
Thematic Sub group.  

The Senior Manager T&I explained that the team are triaging 
enquires.  

Going forward the work of this team need to be visible to the main 
LEP Board and to North Yorkshire Council and City of York Council 
Executives.  

The Chair thanked the team for a very good report.  

Action: A report to 26 March 2023 Y&NY LEP Board. 

Decision:  
(a) The Board commented on the current progress of key areas of

work as set out in the report; and
(b) Noted that further reports will be brought to future meetings to

update on progress of these activities.

BPB22-49 HM Government Consultations/Opportunities 
The Head of Delivery presented a written report to update the Board on 
recent and forthcoming opportunities to apply for additional business 
support for specialist sector growth opportunities in the Digital and 
Creative Industries Sector.  

The Head of Delivery explained that due to resources anything that 
the Y&NY LEP is involved with has to be self-funding. 

The Chair thanked the Head of Delivery for the report. 

Decision:  
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(a) The Board considered the details set out in the report.
(b) That subject to the consortium lead organisation gaining their

own approval to proceed, the Board endorses the involvement of
the LEP as a civic partner in the co-creation of the proposition
and the application to the Place Based Impact Acceleration
Account opportunity being offered by UKRI.

BPB22-50 Governance Update 
The Governance and Assurance Manager presented a written report 
seeking endorsement of the Board’s Terms of Reference for the 
next financial year. 

The Board discussed the appetite for face-to-face meetings and 
whether the Board need to attract more Board members. The Chair 
has confirmed that the hope is for a mix of virtual and in-person 
meetings.  

The Governance and Assurance Manager explained that if 
Devolution goes ahead there will be a change to the role and 
membership of all of the boards. There is the opportunity to co-opt 
people on to the Board to cover vacancies in the interim. Please let 
the Secretariat or Chair know of potential candidates.   

Decision: 
(a) The Business Board endorsed the Terms of Reference in

Appendix A.
(b) The Board approved the proposed meeting dates at 4.1 for diary

purpose and noted that they may be subject to change during the
devolution process.

BPB22-51 AOB 
CF will share the access to finance report. 

Cumbria LEP Future Forums is for 18–30-year-olds, is this worth 
looking at? HoD will speak to Dave Caulfield.  

AS asked if there were any benefits towards investing in the region 
following the change from State Aid to Subsidy Control Regime?  

BBC Look North have been to film regarding Circular Economy 
(Malton) and Channel 4 is also planning to film.  

BPB22-52 Forward Dates 
The meeting on 6 March 2023 will potentially be an in-person 
meeting in central York with a presentation on XR Stories.  

Meeting concluded at approximately 11.55 am. 


